QOCKET FILE COPY LitiamAL
RECEIVED

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION SEP 2 9 1998
Washington, D.C. 20554
PEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
In the Matter of )
)
Federal-State Joint Board on ) CC Docket No. 96-45
Universal Service )
)
Forward-Looking Mechanism for ) CC Docket No. 97-160
High Cost Support for Non-Rural )
LECs )

To: The Common Carrier Bureau

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Puerto Rico Telephone Company (“PRTC”), by its attorneys, hereby requests additional
time to respond to the data requests contained in the Bureau's August 7, 1998 order in the
above-captioned proceeding. Federal State Joint Board on Universal Service, Order, CC Docket
Nos. 96-45 and 97-160, DA 98-1576 (rel. August 7, 1998) (“Bureau Order”).

The Bureau Order seeks information to be used in establishing accurate revenue
benchmarks to determine the level of high cost support, in the event that the Commission retains
the revenue benchmark methodology. Bureau Order at §2. The Bureau provided six charts for
use by designated non-rural LECs to provide the requested data. PRTC has developed
procedures and & work plan to collect the data and provide it in the requested format. However,
gather of the data was interrupted by Hurricane Georges, which ran the length of Puerto Rico on
September 21 (see attachments).

The hurricane left Puerto Rico with heavy material damages and without electricity and

potable water, and only recently have some areas of San Juan, where PRTC’s headquarters is



located, had power gradually restored. Since the hurricane, PRTC’s resources have been, and
continue to be, dedicated to maintaining phone service on the island, assessing the damage left in
the Georges’ wake, and working to reestablish normal operations in the company. For these
reasons, PRTC is not able to complete its preparation of responses to the data requests by

October 6 and respectfully requests an extension of time to respond to the Bureau’s pending data

request until October 30, 1998.

Respectfully submitted,

PUERTO RICO TELEPHONE COMPANY

o A Q&,

Joe D. Edge

Tina M. Pidgeon

DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
901 Fifteenth Street, NW

Suite 900

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 842-8800

Its Attorneys

September 29, 1998



CE 1 OF SERVICE

I, Rhonda J. Roberts, certify that true and correct copies of the foregoing Request for
Extension of Time of Puerto Rico Telephone Company were delivered by hand delivery, on
September 29, 1998, to the following:

James D. Schlichting

Deputy Chief

Common Carrier Bureau, Room 518
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Katie King

Accounting Policy Division

Common Carrier Bureau, Room 8625
Federal Communications Commission
2100 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

ITS

1231 20™ Street, N.W.
Room 102

Washington, D.C. 20037
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Hurricane Georges Pummels Puerto Rico, Virgi

By Serce F. Kovareski
Washington Post Foreign Service

Aasiduigit, the oy of e storm wes

|

thtdnepeoﬂegiedina

1,458
iy
§§;gi§g§
§§§§§§§§§
ML

n Islands



A20 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMRER 23, 1998 s

Tre Wasmincron Post

Hurricane Hammers Puerto Rico
Hispaniola, Florida Keys Baiten Down as Georges Moves West

By Sence F. Kovaress
Washington Post Foreign Service
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The storm caught the 3 million
people of Santo Domingo, the Do-
_minican capital, almost entirely ur-
prepared as it swerved slightly south
of its predicted course and began
lashing the city as Bercely as it had
San Juan. As the darkness ap
proached, Dominican President
Leonel Femandez told his country-
men the country’s fte is in God's
hands. “For the moment,” he said,
“the only thing left for us to do is to
raise our prayers to the Almighty.”

Late jast night, the eye of the
ti~—which shares the istand of His-
paniola with the Dominican Repub-
lic—and forecasters said it would
Hl:dybl::;uhaloamasitdid
Puerto Rico, although with slightly
diminished winds. Haiti is the poor-
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day today, emergency teams

comprehend how catastrophic this
could be,” said a government
spokeswoman in Port-au-Prince, the
Haitian capital,

See HURRICANE, A20, Col. 2
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HURRICANE, From A

For those islands already rav-
aged by the storm, the job of
digging out will be a formidable
one. In Puerto Rico, Georges
snapped and uprooted countless
trees, which are now blocking many
of the island’s major streets. Cars
were flipped over, windows were
blown out, and hundreds of homes
and businesses were destroyed or
damaged. In one incident, a con-
struction crane toppled over and
slammed into the living room of a
woman, who somehow escaped in-
jury. )

By the time the hurricane tra-
versed the island, at least five peo-
ple had been reported killed; nu-
merous others are believed to be
missing in the rubble of their col-
lapsed homes. Electricity was
knocked out over virtually all of
Puerto Rico, and it may take as long
as three weeks to restore service,
posing potentially serious conse-
quences for businesses and medical
facilities; for now, hospitals are
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using gas-powered generators.

Only 20 percent of the popula-
tion now has access {o potable tap
water, and there are no indications
when full service will return to
normal. On anolher front, officials
said that many coffee and plantain
crops, which are vital to the island’s
agriciltural economy, were de
stroyed by the hurricane.

"We are starling from groumd
zero,” Puerto Rican Gov, Pedro
Rossello said of the recovery effort.
As winds and rains slowly abated
today, workers cleared debris from
the runways at San Juan's interna-
tional airport so that emergency aid
could be flown in.
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